
PLN2109-0018 - Sarasota Medieval Fair - Permit Under Protest

File Date: 09/03/2021

Application Status: Awaiting Required Documents

Application Type: A12 - Special Permit

Application Detail: Detail

Description of Work: The Event is a rustic, cultural, and ceremonial reenactment celebrating the history of our European ancestral forefathers, including traditional farming technique demonstrations, baking/cooking demonstrations with local

ingredients (cheese turning, smoked turkey legs, roasted nuts, roasted corn, produce, jams, cakes, etc), equestrian tournaments and performances, animal rides, blacksmithing demonstrations, educational history lessons, a

petting zoo, children’s activities such as a hay maze, coloring/painting, storytelling, coat of arms/family heritage research activities, archery contests, and an assortment of local crafters who sell traditional/historic based items

sourced locally. There are also demonstrations for cotton and wool cloth weaving, basket weaving, pottery, metal/coin stamping, glass blowing, leather making, wood carving, art/sculpture making, traditional jewelry making,

and candle making. The Event will also promote the Applicant’s nursery business and other farming practices. Any facilities for Event activities will be temporary, removable structures. Some materials for the Event may be

stored onsite throughout the year but will be minimal, will not cause any offsite impacts, and will not interfere with the primary agricultural use of the property. Please see the attached Narrative for further detailed information.

Application Name: Sarasota Medieval Fair - Permit Under Protest

Address: 29847 SR 70 E, MYAKKA CITY, 34251

Owner Name: MALLARANNY LLC

Owner Address: PO BOX 51123, SARASOTA, FL 34232

Parcel No: 1716100090000-1714048515

Contact Info: Name Organization Name Contact Type Contact Primary Address Status

MALLARANNY LLC MALLARANNY LLC Applicant Business, P.O. Box 51123 FL, Saras... Active

Kevin Hennessy Lewis, Longman & Walker,... Agent 100 2nd Ave. S., STE 501S FL, Sain... Active

Total Fee Assessed: $5,350.00

Total Fee Invoiced: $5,350.00

Balance: $0.00

Custom Fields: Special Permit

Project Information
Type of Plan

Special Permit - Limited Review (Public Hearing)

Type of Development

Other

Original/Related Case Number

  

Total Project Area

40

Total Project Area Unit

Acres

Is Owner a Corporation or Trust?

Yes

Number of Lots - Existing

0

Project Number

  

Total Disturbed Area

0

Total Disturbed Area Unit

Acres

Does Development Already Exist?

No

Was there a Pre-Application Meeting?

Yes

Pre-Application Meeting Number

n/a

Number of Residential Units - Proposed 

0

Is this an EDC Rapid Response Development?

No

Include Tree Removal

No

Number of Non-Residential Units - Existing

0

Number of Non-Residential Units - Proposed   

0

Is this a CRA Rapid Response Development?

No

Include Demolition

No

Non-Residential Building Floor Area - Existing 

0

Non-Residential Building Floor Area - Proposed

0

Is this an Affordable Housing Planned Development?

No

Flood Zone FIRM Panel

  

Number of Parking Spaces - Existing 

0

Number of Parking Spaces - Proposed 

0

Has a Special Permit already been approved by a Hearing Officer?

No

Impervious Surface - Existing

0

Impervious Surface - Proposed 

0

Is this Development within a Historical District?

No

Are there wetlands or native habitat in the project boundary?

Yes

Are you Requesting a Density Bonus?

No

Zoning Designation

H

Location Information
Historic Status

No

Water Provider

N/A

Sewer Provider

N/A

Roads

Private

Historic Status Description

  

Site Description

See attached Narrative.

Existing Land Use (This Parcel)
Residential Commercial Industrial Vacant Other

√

Adjacent Land Use North
Residential

√

Commercial Industrial Vacant Other

√

Adjacent Land Use East
Residential

√

Commercial Industrial Vacant Other

√

Adjacent Land Use South
Residential Commercial Industrial Vacant Other

√

Adjacent Land Use West
Residential

√

Commercial Industrial Vacant Other

√

Zoning (This Parcel)
CON A

√

A-1 RSF-1 RSF-2 RSF-3 RSF-4.5 RSF-6 RSMH-4.5 RSMH-6 RDD-3 RDD-4.5 RDD-6

RMF-6 RMF-9 VIL PR-S PR-M NC-S NC-M GC HC CRV LM HM EX PDR PDMH PDO PDC

PDRP PDI PDW PDPI PDMU PDRV PDUI PDPM PDGC PDA MP-I RVP PDEZ

Zoning North
CON A

√

A-1 RSF-1 RSF-2 RSF-3 RSF-4.5 RSF-6 RSMH-4.5 RSMH-6 RDD-3 RDD-4.5 RDD-6

RMF-6 RMF-9 VIL PR-S PR-M NC-S NC-M GC HC CRV LM HM EX PDR PDMH PDO PDC

PDRP PDI PDW PDPI PDMU PDRV PDUI PDPM PDGC PDA MP-I RVP PDEZ Other

Zoning East
CON A

√

A-1 RSF-1 RSF-2 RSF-3 RSF-4.5 RSF-6 RSMH-4.5 RSMH-6 RDD-3 RDD-4.5 RDD-6

RMF-6 RMF-9 VIL PR-S PR-M NC-S NC-M GC HC CRV LM HM EX PDR PDMH PDO PDC

PDRP PDI PDW PDPI PDMU PDRV PDUI PDPM PDGC PDA MP-I RVP PDEZ Other

Zoning South
CON A

√

A-1 RSF-1 RSF-2 RSF-3 RSF-4.5 RSF-6 RSMH-4.5 RSMH-6 RDD-3 RDD-4.5 RDD-6

RMF-6 RMF-9 VIL PR-S PR-M NC-S NC-M GC HC CRV LM HM EX PDR PDMH PDO PDC

PDRP PDI PDW PDPI PDMU PDRV PDUI PDPM PDGC PDA MP-I RVP PDEZ Other

Zoning West
CON A

√

A-1 RSF-1 RSF-2 RSF-3 RSF-4.5 RSF-6 RSMH-4.5 RSMH-6 RDD-3 RDD-4.5 RDD-6

RMF-6 RMF-9 VIL PR-S PR-M NC-S NC-M GC HC CRV LM HM EX PDR PDMH PDO PDC

PDRP PDI PDW PDPI PDMU PDRV PDUI PDPM PDGC PDA MP-I RVP PDEZ Other

Future Land Use (This Parcel)
AG/R AT CON ER IH IL IU MU MU-C OL OM P/SP(1) P/SP(2)
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The Event is a rustic, cultural, and ceremonial reenactment celebrating the history of our European 
ancestral forefathers, including traditional farming technique demonstrations, baking/cooking 
demonstrations with local ingredients (cheese turning, smoked turkey legs, roasted nuts, roasted corn, 
produce, jams, cakes, etc), equestrian tournaments and performances, animal rides, blacksmithing 
demonstrations, educational history lessons, a petting zoo, children’s activities such as a hay maze, 
coloring/painting, storytelling, coat of arms/family heritage research activities, archery contests, and an 
assortment of local crafters who sell traditional/historic based items sourced locally.  There are also 
demonstrations for cotton and  

 

wool cloth weaving, basket weaving, pottery, metal/coin stamping, glass blowing, leather making, wood 
carving, art/sculpture making, traditional jewelry making, and candle making. The Event will also 
promote the Applicant’s nursery business and other farming practices.  

 

Any facilities for Event activities will be temporary, removable structures. Some materials for the Event 
may be stored onsite throughout the year but will be minimal, will not cause any offsite impacts, and 
will not interfere with the primary agricultural use of the property.  

 

Please see the attached Narrative for further detailed information. 
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SPECIAL PERMIT NARRATIVE 

 
 

The Applicant is the legal owner of the property at 29847 FL-70 E, Myakka City, FL 34251 and 
desires to host a single annual event on the property.  Specifically, an annual medieval festival, 
the details of which are more particularly described below (“the Event”).  The property is 
currently zoned for agricultural use and is being used as a bonafide farm operation for cattle and 
a nursery. For the reasons identified in paragraph I(a) below, the Event is consistent with the 
definition of “agritourism activity” found in Section 570.86 of the Florida Statutes. Section 570.85 
of the Florida Statutes, which governs agritourism activities, states that a local government may 
not adopt or enforce a local ordinance, regulation, rule, or policy that prohibits, restricts, 
regulates, or otherwise limits an agritourism activity on land classified as agricultural land. 
Moreover, the 2021 revision to the Right to Farm Act (Section 823.14 of the Florida Statutes) 
states that a local government may not adopt any ordinance, regulation, rule, or policy to 
prohibit, restrict, regulate, or otherwise limit an activity of a bona fide farm operation on land 
classified as agricultural land. The definition of bona fide farm operation now includes 
agritourism activities.  

 
Despite this clear statutory language prohibiting local regulation of this Event, the County has 

required the Applicant apply for a special permit.  The County relies on language in section 570.85 
of the Florida Statutes, stating that nothing provided in section 570.85 prohibits a local 
government from addressing substantial offsite impacts of agritourism activities or an emergency 
as provided in chapter 252 of the Florida Statutes. The Applicant disagrees with the County’s 
interpretation of the laws governing agritourism and submits its special permit application under 
protest, in the interest of moving forward with the Event.  In support of the Application, the 
Applicant provides this narrative to fully describe the Event and how potential offsite impacts (to 
the extent they exist) will be addressed and mitigated. As expressed below, the Event meets all 
applicable standards of review and approval for a Special Permit as set forth in Section 316.6 of 
Manatee County’s Code.  
 

I. Agritourism Event Details  
 

a. Event Description 
 

The Event is a rustic, cultural, and ceremonial reenactment celebrating the history of our 
European ancestral forefathers, including traditional farming technique demonstrations, 
baking/cooking demonstrations with local ingredients (cheese turning, smoked turkey legs, 
roasted nuts, roasted corn, produce, jams, cakes, etc), equestrian tournaments and 
performances, animal rides, blacksmithing demonstrations, educational history lessons, a petting 
zoo, children’s activities such as a hay maze, coloring/painting, storytelling, coat of arms/family 
heritage research activities, archery contests, and an assortment of local crafters who sell 
traditional/historic based items sourced locally.  There are also demonstrations for cotton and 
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wool cloth weaving, basket weaving, pottery, metal/coin stamping, 
glass blowing, leather making, wood carving, art/sculpture making, traditional jewelry making, 
and candle making. The Event will also promote the Applicant’s nursery business and other 
farming practices.  

Any facilities for Event activities will be temporary, removable structures. Some materials for 
the Event may be stored onsite throughout the year but will be minimal, will not cause any offsite 
impacts, and will not interfere with the primary agricultural use of the property.  
 

b. Location 
 

The Event will be held at 29847 FL-70 E, Myakka City, FL 34251 (“Event Location”). The Event 

Location is zoned for agricultural use and is not located in a densely populated or urban area. The 

Applicant is presently using the property for agricultural purposes as a farm operation and has 

received all necessary approvals associated with the same including enrollment in “Best 

Management Practices” issued by the Florida Department of Agriculture and Consumer Services 

(“FDACS”). (BMP registration numbers - Nursery: #15900585, and Cattle: #15900670). 

Specifically, the land is used for cattle and for a nursery operation.  

c. Date  
 
The Applicant intends to host the Event at the Event Location annually and requests that this 

Special Permit remain in effect unless otherwise abandoned. The Event dates may change from 
year to year. For 2021, the Event will take place on the following dates November 6-7, 13-14, 20-
21, 27-28. There will be a period of set up time leading up to the Event annually that will not 
interfere with the agricultural activities on the property. The set up will be limited and will not 
impact neighboring property owners or cause offsite impacts.  Planning for the Event, selection 
of vendors, casting for the Event, and advertising for the Event is almost a year-round activity.   
 

d. Time 
 

The Event itself will be held on weekend days only, Saturdays and Sundays from 9:00 a.m. – 

5:30 p.m. Setup for the Event will take place leading up to the Event but will not cause any offsite 

impacts and will not interfere with the bonafide farm operations at the Event Location.  The 

Applicant will comply with all County noise requirements.  

e. Event Attendance  

This Event has been held by the Applicant in the Sarasota/Bradenton area since 2005, and 

has been hosted at locations including at Sarasota Polo Grounds (2005), and Hunsader Farms 

(2006-2007) in Manatee County, and the Sarasota Fairgrounds (2008-2019).  Based on previous 

years hosting the Event at other locations, attendance is estimated between 2,000-3,000 patrons 

per event day.   
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II. Offsite Impacts  
 

The Event will cause no substantial offsite impacts. The Event is small in size, poses no 
impact to neighboring landowners, will be in compliance with Florida Department of 
Transportation (“FDOT”) permit requirements, and meets all requirements set forth in Section 
316.6 (Standards of Review and Approval) of Manatee County’s Code.    

 
a. Traffic Impacts  

 
The Applicant will receive a general use permit from the FDOT for the Event (the traffic 

plan documents included in the Application and description herein have been created and 
developed in coordination with FDOT). As part of this permit Application, the Applicant will utilize 
FDOT’s approved traffic control plan to minimize traffic impacts. Specifically, passenger vehicle 
parking will be available on site along with an area for vendor set-up and parking. All vehicular 
traffic will enter and exit at the Event driveway from State Road 70.  
 

All signage will be placed in accordance with FDOT rules and regulations, as outlined in 
the FDOT Standard Plans Index &/or Manual on Uniform Traffic Control Devices (MUTCD).  
Advance warning signs will be on State Road 70 both east and west of the Event entrance/exit.  
A Portable Changeable Message Sign (PCMS) will be utilized before the event’s driveway in both 
directions at a suitable location. An off-duty Traffic Control Officer (TCO) with a law enforcement 
vehicle will maintain traffic flow at the entrance/exit of the event. Additional parking attendants 
will be utilized as needed to assist with parking in designated areas within the Event Property. No 
Parking will be permitted along State Road 70. 
 

In the event of an emergency all traffic will be stopped and held in the parking areas by 
all available personnel until the emergency vehicle has passed. The entrance/exit driveway will 
be cleared of all non-emergency vehicles during an emergency. 
 
 

The Event parking locations will begin at the end of the paved double-car wide (21’) 

asphalt driveway approximately 2,450 feet (0.47 miles) from the driveway intersection at  State 

Road 70 (furthest driving distance from SR-70 is approximately 3,700’ (0.70 miles).   Parking 

vehicles approximately 2,450 feet from the driveway connection entrance will further eliminate 

the potential for traffic congestion entering and exiting the property, thereby minimizing offsite 

traffic impacts. Rotated cow pastures will be utilized to accommodate the Event parking.  The 

total acreage available for parking (approximately 24 acres) is far greater than anticipated 

attendance. Factoring the distance of the property from more dense/urban areas, the Applicant 

estimates a slightly higher car sharing rate from the average.  The Applicant estimates based on 

prior Event history approximately 2.2 persons per vehicle with a resulting projected traffic 

footprint of approximately 909 to 1,363 vehicles per event day (average 1,136 vehicles per day).  
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Factoring that the Event day is spread out over 7.5 hours, the 

Applicant estimates an average traffic volume of 151 cars per hour. 

In addition, prior to the Event, the right-of-way entrance/culvert to the property is being 

widened 28’ to the West to increase the driveway turn radius to 35’ to accommodate tractor 

trailer traffic into the site for agricultural usage.  During the Event, the increased radius will 

further help to improve the traffic flow of patrons turning onto the property. (see, DOT Permit #: 

2021-A-194-00031, Estimated completion date:  September 2021).   

The gate to the property is currently being recessed to reflect a new front setback of 

approximately 283’ from the right-of-way of SR-70.  This additional distance to the property’s 

gate from SR-70 allows for improved tractor trailer traffic flow turning into the property for its 

year-round agricultural use.  During the event, the recessed gate will additionally help to improve 

traffic flow of patrons turning onto the property (Manatee County Permit #: BLD2106-3234, 

Estimated completion date:  September 2021).  The gate will remain open during the event. 

Based on the foregoing, adequate measures will be taken to provide ingress and egress 

to the Event in a manner that minimizes traffic congestion of public streets. No substantial traffic 

impacts have ever been experienced by the past Events, even at other more urban locations.  

Please refer to the traffic documents submitted with the Application for more information 

on traffic flow, parking, and site access.  

b. Noise Impacts  

Based on the Event’s hours of operation there is no concern with the County’s noise 

ordinance being violated. Amplified sound will be used sparingly and is limited to certain stage 

areas and conducted in such a way that the sound will not carry to neighboring properties.  

c. Environmental Impacts  

There are no foreseeable offsite or onsite environmental impacts posed by the Event.  The 

Applicant is in compliance with all state environmental regulations. There will be no changes in 

elevation, no tree removal, and no earth moving activities associated with the Event or its setup.  

 

III. Public Health, Safety and Welfare 

The Event will not be detrimental to or endanger the public health, safety, or general welfare. 

The following measure will be taken to ensure Event participant safety.   

a. Department of Health  
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Consistent with past Event practices, the Applicant will notify 

the Department of Health (DOH) prior to the Event and comply with any and all requirements set 

forth by the DOH for the Event. Vendors similarly will comply with any and all DOH requirements.  

i. Portable Restrooms  

With respect to bathroom facilities onsite, 30 portable restroom units will be placed on site 

as depicted in the site plan submitted with the application. The portable restroom units will be 

provided by a licensed vendor. There will be 4 handicapped accessible units and portable hand 

washing stations available. The portable restroom units will be distanced appropriately from any 

food vendor locations as may be required by DOH.  

b. Emergency Services  

As depicted in the drawings provided as part of the Application, emergency services will 

always have access to the Event Location. Specifically, and as depicted on the Event Site Map, a 

minimum of twenty (20) feet is provided throughout the onsite traffic lanes to ensure emergency 

access lanes throughout the Event location. Moreover, first-aid is offered onsite for any minor 

incidents from a certified provider (the 2021 provider is a certified first aid provider with AED and 

CPR certifications).   

i. Fire Services  

There will be no firework displays as part of the Event.  

c. Lighting  

The Event’s hours of operation occur in daylight hours with Event patrons expected to leave 

the Event prior to sundown. As such, there are no safety concerns regarding lighting for the Event    

b. Waste Management  

 Trash receptacles will be placed throughout the Event Property and will be emptied by 

Event staff as needed to ensure no trash is blown off site or left to litter the Event Property.  Large 

trash receptacles will also be used onsite with pickup to be coordinated and contracted via 

Manatee County Services as necessary.  
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JACKSONVILLE 
245 Riverside Ave. 
Suite 510  
Jacksonville, Florida 32202 
T: 904.353.6410 
F: 904.353.7619 

 
ST. PETERSBURG 
100 Second Ave., South  
Suite 501-S 
St. Petersburg, Florida 33701 
T: 727.245.0820 
F: 727.290.4057 

 
TALLAHASSEE 
315 South Calhoun St. 
Suite 830 
Tallahassee, Florida 32301 
T: 850.222.5702  
F: 850.224.9242 

 
TAMPA 
301 West Platt St. 
Suite 364 
Tampa, Florida 33606 
T: 813.775.2331 

 

 
WEST PALM BEACH 
360 South Rosemary Ave. 
Suite 1100 
West Palm Beach, Florida 33401 
T: 561.640.0820 
F: 561.640.8202 
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Reply To: St. Petersburg    

 
 
September 3, 2021 
 
Via E-Mail to: tracy.trahan@mymanatee.org 
 
Tracy  Trahan, Planning Section Manager 
Manatee County  
1112  Manatee Avenue West 
Bradenton, FL 34205  
 
 RE:  Special Use Permit Application 
  Property: 29847 State Road 70 East, Myakka City 
  LLW Matter No. 6592-001 
 
Dear Ms. Trahan,  
 
 As you are aware, this firm has the privilege of representing Jeremy Croteau and 
Mallaranny, LLC, owner of the property located at 29847 State Road 70 East, Myakka City, 
Florida.  Enclosed for your review and consideration, please find the limited Special Use Permit 
Application for Mr. Croteau’s agritourism event submitted under protest for the reasons 
discussed previously with Manatee County.  
 
 The Application includes a detailed narrative describing the agritourism event and how 
any potential offsite impacts are addressed; an event site plan; traffic control plan documents; 
and the County’s Affidavit of Ownership/Agent Authorization form.  
 
 Should you have any questions or concerns, or require any additional information, 
please contact me at (727) 245-0820.  
 
Sincerely,  
LEWIS, LONGMAN & WALKER, P.A. 
 

/s/ Nicole J. Poot  
 
Nicole J. Poot, Esq.  

mailto:tracy.trahan@mymanatee.org
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NJP/jmd 
Encls.  
 
cc: Kevin S. Hennessy, Esq.  
 John Barnott, Manatee County (via e-mail)  
 Robert Wenzel, Manatee County (via e-mail)  

Client (via e-mail)   
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